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Nor was he long delayed in receiving the reward of
his labours; itljSodj..when twenty-one years of age,
Armand de Richelieu was nominated "By Henry"i'\T
Bishop of Lugon. He lacked nearly five years of
the canonical age, and the French ambassador at
Rome was instructed to ask for the papal dispensa-
tion. As this was slow in coming, Richelieu
resolved to take the matter in his own hands;
Accordingly, he started for Rome, there to prose-
cute his appeal in person. He was successful in
obtaining the favour of Paul V., and the dispensa-
tion was granted with no more delay than was ordin-
arily required by the usages of the Roman curia.
In April, 1607, the young aspirant was duly co,as<3-
crateS^FBIsKop'oFn'ujon; he was not quite twenty-
tBree.          v

" In after years, Richelieu's enemies accused him
of securing his promotion by exhibiting to the Pope
a false certificate of baptism, and asserted that when
Paul was informed of the fraud he declared that the
new bishop would surely prove a great rogue. This
slander does not seem to be supported either by the
evidence or the probabilities. The object of Riche-
lieu's visit to Rome was to obtain a dispensation
that would allow him to become a bishop notwith-
standing his insufficient age; his lack of the required
years was the only excuse for his going there instead
of waiting quietly in France for his bull. It was
most unlikely that a candidate asking a dispensation
would present a certificate showing that no dispen-
sation was needed. Nor was there any necessity
for resorting to fraud, when dispensations fornt sort; he said thatTiewas not Jit,to.be a
